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equipped for combat, the evacuation has
been undertaken solely for the purpose of
protecting American citizens and property.
United States forces will redeploy as soon as
evacuation operations are complete and en-
hanced security at locations in and around
Freetown is no longer required.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct the for-
eign relations of the United States and as
Commander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to protect American citizens and
the American Embassy in Freetown, Sierra
Leone.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 2.

Statement on the Oklahoma City
Bombing Trial

June 2, 1997

I cannot comment on the jury’s verdict,
but I will say that this is a very important
and long overdue day for the survivors and
families of those who died in Oklahoma City.
And I am very, very proud of the work of
Attorney General Janet Reno, the prosecu-
tors, the FBI, and the ATF.

Two years ago, I spoke to the families of
168 people who lost their lives at the Murrah
Federal building. I told them that though
they had lost much, they had not lost every-
thing—and they had not lost America. I
pledged then and I pledge now that we will
stand with them for as many tomorrows as
it takes. Today I say to the families of the
victims, no single verdict can bring an end
to your anguish, but your courage has been
an inspiration to all Americans. Our prayers
are with you.

Statement on the Resumption of the
Belfast Talks
June 3, 1997

Today in Belfast, Senator George Mitchell
reconvened the talks on the future of North-
ern Ireland that began almost a year ago. I
call on the political leaders to seize this pre-
cious opportunity and begin the hard but
worthwhile work of negotiating a just and
lasting settlement. To engage in serious ne-
gotiations, to be willing to make principled
compromises, requires courage and creativ-
ity. Now is the time for the representatives
of the people to show the good sense and
goodwill that I saw in such abundance when
I visited Northern Ireland. The United States
will continue to stand with them as they take
on, with the two Governments, the demand-
ing task of shaping a peaceful and prosperous
future in which all the people of Northern
Ireland will have an equal stake.

As I have said so many times, ideally all
the elected parties should be at the table
when the decisions that shape the future are
made. If the IRA declares and implements
an unequivocal cease-fire, I am confident
that Sinn Fein will be invited to add its voice
to the other parties’ at the table as they forge
a new future for themselves and their chil-
dren.

Memorandum on Emigration
Policies of Certain Former Eastern
Bloc States
June 3, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 97–27

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination Under
Subsections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as Amended—Emigration
Policies of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Moldova, and Ukraine

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
subsections 402(a) and 409(a) of the Trade
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2432(a) and 2439(a)
(the ‘‘Act’’)), I determine that Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine are
not in violation of paragraph (1), (2), or (3)
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